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SEPTEMBER 2026  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Hello all and 
welcome to Fall! I know 
it seems impossible, 
but Summer is truly 
over and Fall is in the 
air. But that’s good 
news for all of us St. 

Luke’s Players Community Theatre 
supporters because we have a great 
season ahead of us. We kick off 
with Clue on Stage which, from the 
feedback I hear, is going to be an 
absolute knockout. A great script, a 
skilled cast with a dynamic director, 
and a set which will make you marvel 
at what our clever crew has done with 
the stage. Get your tickets now!

But back to summer and our AGM.  
We welcomed some new Members at 
Large Board of Directors: Merry Hallsor, 
Patricia Zogar, Andrew Shepard and 
Shannon Demers. Returning were 
Susan Nicholl as Secretary, Beverly van 
Druten-Blais as Vice President, Mike 
Chadwick as Treasurer, Bronwyn Taylor 
as a Member at Large and yours truly 
as President. 

But then, at the 
beginning of 
September,  
Mike Chadwick 
finally determined 
that it was time to 
move on. He has 
made some major 

changes in his life and felt it was time 
to step down. Mike has served as 
Treasurer for SLP for some 17 years 
and, by his estimate, has provided 
over 150 financial reports in that 
time. Mike’s contribution to SLP has 
been truly epic and we will not let 
him depart quietly. Stay tuned for an 
event to celebrate his years providing 
financial guidance 
and direction to St. 
Luke’s Players.

We are fortunate 
that we were able to 
recruit a fairly new to 
SLP, but experienced 
Director, to take the 
position of Treasurer; his name is Ray 
Lee, and he is also the Treasurer for 
the Gilbert and Sullivan Society so he 
clearly understands the needs of a 

community theatre troupe. Please join 
me in giving him a warm welcome to 
our Board.

I am truly delighted to welcome so 
many new members to the Board,  
I can tell you that they all come with 
enthusiasm and passion for what St. 
Luke’s Players Community Theatre is 
and wants to be.

One last thing: we are still looking 
for a few members to help Beverly 
van Druten-Blais organize an event 
to celebrate our 80th anniversary of 
providing community theatre, which 
will take place in 2028. Your current 
Board members already have assigned 
and ongoing tasks to take care of, but 
this—as a one-off—is something that 
requires a special touch to make the 
event memorable. We can promise 
the full support of the Board but we 
need a few folks with imagination and 
enthusiasm to make this the special 
occasion it deserves. Let us know if 
you can help.

~ �Many thanks, Malcolm Harvey
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YOU ARE WANTED!

OPPORTUNITIES TO GET INVOLVED!

	We are looking for Front of House (FoH) and Concession 
volunteers for our October production Clue on Stage a comedy 
by Jonathan Lynn, directed by Dave Baron.
Evening performances: Volunteers to be at the hall at 6:30 
pm for a 7:30 pm show time on: October 05 (Preview), and 
October 7-10 and 14-17. 
Matinee performances: Volunteers to be at the hall at 1 pm for 
a 2 pm show time on: October 10, 11, 17 and 18.
New volunteers will be welcomed and will be paired with 
someone with experience.  You can read the job description 
for FoH Helper and Concession Helper on the website at 
https://www.stlukesplayers.org/volunteering.html and a 
printout of the instructions will be available in the kitchen.
If you volunteer for two or more shows, you may be able to 
slip in on one of the days you volunteer and watch the show.  
If you want to purchase tickets, they are available for $18 plus 
service fee from Eventbrite (yes, the brochure says they will 
be on the Ticket Owl site but, unfortunately that didn’t work 
out).  Tickets purchased at the door are $20.
Bronwyn Taylor is the FoH/Concession Manager for this 
show. If you want to volunteer, please reply to her at 
taylorbronwyn@icloud.com.
Thank you for volunteering. We wouldn’t have a show without 
our volunteers.

Hope to see you at the panto auditions on Sept 10 and 12. 

We are always pleased to welcome new people to our 
troupe. Whatever you already have to offer, or whatever 
you’d like to learn, we would be happy to find a place 
for you on the stage or behind the scenes. 
We’re a friendly group of people who enjoy community 
theatre and all the creativity and imagination that 
flourishes in a healthy environment. With a great deal 
of camaraderie and enthusiasm we enjoy each other’s 
company and contributions.
So, if you are looking for a new activity and some 
people-friendly folks to enjoy it with...
Just give us a shout, we’d love to hear from you!

The 2026 AGM
Sunday, July 26th, we held our 
Annual General Meeting and 
Elections. 

We had a great turnout and 
several nominees for the 
executive. 

We are thrilled to welcome these 
wonderful folks who agreed 
to join the Executive Team as 
Members at Large:

Shannon 
Demers

Andrew 
 Shepherd

Merry 
Hallsor

Bronwyn 
Taylor

Patricia 
Zogar

We were able to present St. Luke’s church  
with a donation of $34,000 representing  

80% of our net profits for the year.
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WHAT HAVE YOU ALL BEEN UP TO? St. Luke’s Play Reading Committee
Our play reading committee currently 
comprises 7 SLPCT members—ranging in 
age from 18 to 83! A good check for points 
of view from different ages. 

Our focus is to read plays that fit SLPCT 
survey results, which indicate that the 
balance of a comedy, a mystery, a drama, 
as well as the annual panto, makes the 

preferred season. 

Before picking the current season we read over 30 plays. Out 
of those we picked 3! We are now working on the 2027/28 
season and have read approximately 15 additional plays and 
reread ones from last year that we liked but didn’t make the 
final cut. 

We try to balance cast size, male/female ratio, technical, 
set, costume & prop demands and make sure that we have 
a variety of challenges that can be met without overloading 
one aspect of production. 

Any member who has a script they would like us to consider 
is welcome to submit a reading copy to us. Simply email 
merryhallsor@gmail.com or any board member, who will 
pass it on to us.

We miss our co-chair Carl Powell who had to step down due 
to a medical condition. We wish him well in his recovery and 
hope he can come back to help guide us again.

~ Merry Hallsor, Chair

Do you recognize this big 
black box? 

Yup, Guy Blais helped Dave 
Hitchcock “demolish” the 
black lighting box.

Out with the old and in with 
the new. However, it’s not 
easy to keep up with tech-
nology, and we rely on Max 
Terpstra and other knowl-
edgeable members to help 
us when it comes to lighting 
and sound. The computer 
within has been retained 
and is for sale to whomever 
wants it cheap.

Beverly van Druten-Blais booked 
a market stall at the Sails & 
Sagas, Pirate and Viking Jubilee 
for August 29 & 30th. This was 
the first time she’d tried to sell 
her wares in a market.

The few folks who came by her 
stall  were very complimentary 
about the beautiful beaded 
bracelets, necklaces and earrings 

that were artfully displayed as 
‘Shiny, Sparkling Treasures’.

Unfortunately none of the 
vendors did very well as there 
were very few customers, and 
those that did come in didn’t 
want to spend any money. 
Apparently this is not the norm. 
Perhaps I’ll try again sometime 
later on in the year.

Penny Pitcher 
sent in this fun 
photo.

I’ll be onstage in the 
Nanaimo Theatre Group’s 
fall production, The Birds 
and the Bees.
~Elizabeth Brimacombe

Janine 
Longy is 
directing 
The Sound 
Inside by 
Adam Rapp 
at Theatre 
Inconnu. 

Lindsay Anderson stars 
as an isolated creative 
writing professor at Yale 
who mentors a brilliant but 
enigmatic student named 
Christopher played by 
Dawson Rutledge. The two 
form an unexpected intense 
bond. The play runs from 
Tuesday, September 22 until 
Thursday, October 10.
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How did you spend your last days of summer?

Above: �Glen Rodger and  
Gordon Alexander

Below: �Guy Blais and  
Paul Hawkes-Frost

As the flats were constructed 
with seams taped, the 
volunteer painting team 
applied them all with a 
couple of coats of white.

Above: �Beverly, Linda and 
Helena tracing

Below: �Guy Blais and  
Janet Grogan 
whitewashing

In mid-August, a hearty 
bunch of volunteers started 
spending a lot of time on 
and around St. Luke’s Players 
Community Theatre stage 
working on our first play of 
the 2026/27 season:  
Clue on Stage. 

The space constraints of our 
stage demanded a creative 
method of portraying the 8 
rooms through which the 10 
actors will be entering and 
exiting. The Director Dave 
Baron and Lead Builder Dave 
Hitchcock came up with a 
very creative solution. 

Then, as usual, the mighty Set 
Building Team got right down 
to it and started creating the 
framework and flats (panels)
that would become the set.

Beverly designed 
the 8 scenes and 
rendered them 
into line art. 
Here she is with 
Helena and Linda, 
tracing onto the 
flats using an 
old overhead 
projector and 
sharpies. Helena 
did the lioness’s 
share of the 
tracing with her 
fine steady hand 
and unrelenting 
dedication. No 
spoilers here— 
you’ll have to 
come to the play 
to enjoy the 
finished set...
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Clue on Stage: the Cast and Production Team

The cast is amazing, and even with one member having to bow 
out and be replaced they’ve shuffled on. They’re having too 
much fun learning this ‘blocking-monster’ of a production.

Wadsworth. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Brent Nicholson

Yvette. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Ava Vinet

Ms. Scarlet. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Megan Sawatzky

Mrs. Peacock. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Jacqollyne Keath

Mrs. White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Elizabeth Derkacz

Colonel Mustard . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              David Schultz

Professor Plum. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Ben McFee

Mr. Green. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Jim Rabb

Ensemble ‘Jill’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Emily Holmberg

Ensemble ‘Jack”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Tess Wiens

A most excellent Production Team

The cast in action??? What ARE they doing??
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A HILARIOUS FARCEA HILARIOUS FARCE

Directed by Dave BaronDirected by Dave BaronBased on the screen play by Jonathan Lynn
Additional Material by Hunter Foster, Eric Price & Sandy Rustin

Performances at St. Luke’s Community Hall, 3821 Cedar Hill X Rd 
• Like us on Facebook • www.stlukesplayers.org • stlukesplayers1948@gmail.com •

Eves 7:30 • Oct  7–10 & 14–17   Mats 2:00 • Oct 10, 11, 17, 18 
• All tickets $20 at The Papery-734 Fort St and at the door • or from eventbrite for $18 +svc fee

Based on the Paramount Pictures Motion Picture, Based on the Hasbro Board Game Clue 
Produced by special arrangement with Playscripts, Inc. (www.playscripts.com)

COMMUNITY THEATRE SINCE 1948
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COMMUNITY THEATRE SINCE 1948

At an unusual dinner party in Boddy 
Manor, the host offers �his guests a variety 
of weapons, and is promptly murdered. 
Whodunit? Join the butler and our iconic 
oddballs: Scarlet, Plum, White, Green,  

Peacock and Mustard as they race to find the 
murderer. Based on the cult classic film and 
the popular board game, Clue is a madcap 
comedy that will keep you guessing until the 
final twist.

If I Only Had a Clue
Have you ever played Clue, the board game? If so, you might 
recall that you have to solve a murder mystery involving six 
suspects, six weapons, and eight rooms in a mansion. The 
stage version that SLPCT is presenting in October adds the 
staff of the mansion and other characters, a lot of humour, and 
some—ahem—interesting elements to the production. 

Essentially, the play is a farce with murder as the underlying 
theme. As written, it requires a large stage with extensive 
technical facilities and a complex set. We don’t have that. 
Instead, we’re relying on the actors’ and the audiences’ 
imaginations, assisted by an unusual set design and inventive 
set decoration. I’m absolutely amazed by the talent and 
creativity of the set, props, sound and light people involved 
with the production.

Meaningful social and political discourse? Nope. More like the 
off-kilter love child of Agatha Christie and Monty Python. But 
that’s just my opinion. I hope you’ll enjoy it!

~ Dave Baron
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All auditions are held at St. Luke’s Community Hall, 3821 Cedar Hill X Rd 
• Like us on Facebook • www.stlukesplayers.org • stlukesplayers1948@gmail.com •

We encourage all actors experienced 
and new to the stage.

Play runs Mar 10–21, 2027
Rehearsals start at 

6pm Jan 6th Meet & Greet
and continue Mon, Wed  and Fri evenings.

Auditions are cold reading from the script.
Please check our website for details. 

Fri Nov 20 • 7–10pm
Sat Nov 21  • 2–5pm
Callbacks Sun Nov 22 • TBD

A PUZZLING THRILLERA PUZZLING THRILLER

AUDITIONS!AUDITIONS!

COMMUNITY THEATRE SINCE 1948

Directed by Francis G. MatheuDirected by Francis G. MatheuWritten by Leslie Sands

Something to Hide is presented by arrangement with Dramatist Play Services Inc.

In the Sequoia Room (Lounge) 
in the St. Luke's Community Hall

www.stlukesplayers.org

Dolly Parton left behind more than 3000 songs, a book 
programme that has put reading in the hands of millions of 
kids, and a legacy that made room for women who were tired 
of being underestimated.

9 to 5 was a statement: three women, written off by the men 
around them, who find out what they are capable of when 
they stop competing and start backing each other up. Dolly 
made that argument her whole life, in her songs, her giving, 
and the way she treated people.

We have been in rehearsal all summer for 9 to 5: The Musical. 
We started this show while she was still with us. We will 
finish it in her honour.

Come sit with us. Bring someone who wants to sing along. 

9 to 5: The Musical

September 18 to 27, EMCS Theatre, 6218 Sooke Rd

Tickets: https://app.ticketowl.io/shp-9to5

Director: Karmen McNamara
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Tickets at the door Adults $20.00,  Children ≤ 12 $10.00 • Online via eventbrite $18 + svc fee
All performances are held at St Luke’s Community Hall, 3821 Cedar Hill X Rd  •  Like us on Facebook
Website: www.stlukesplayers.org  • Phone: 250-986-1632 • Email: stlukesplayers1948@gmail.com

C O M M U N I T Y  T H E A T R E  S I N C E  1 9 4 8

Directed by Heather LeeDirected by Heather LeeWritten by John Morley

Evenings 7:00 
Dec 17, 18, 21, 22     
Matinees 2:00
Dec 12, 13, 19, 20, 
         26–31

Robinson Crusoe is presented by arrangement with Dramatist Play Services Inc.

Join our hero in an exciting adventure-packed voyage to find 
a hidden treasure that Blackpatch, the Pirate and Jack Boot’s band 
of bloodthirsty pirates plan to steal. The Captain’s daughter Polly 
Perkins and Mrs. Crusoe have decided to stow away so they won’t 
miss out! You’ll meet Man Friday and the Queen of Tobago, who 
leads some conniving islanders. Experience some marvelous 
comedy moments, and a lot of joyous participation.

Robinson
Crusoe

Robinson
Crusoe

PANTOPANTO

A TROPICAL PANTO ADVENTUREA TROPICAL PANTO ADVENTURE

THE ACTOR’S LESSONS of DESTRUCTION
	 1. 	Compromise your principles early and get it over with.

	 2. 	Memorize all of the songs from “Cats.”

	 3. 	Wear as much spandex as possible to auditions.

	 4. 	Wear lots of “comedy and tragedy” accessories.

	 5. 	Take your art WAY too seriously.

	 6. 	Misquote Shakespeare.

	 7. 	 If a director doesn’t invite you to callbacks, assume it’s a mistake and 
go anyway.

	 8. 	When you get to callbacks, ask the director, “Will this take long?”

	 9. 	No matter how many conflicts you have, reply “none.” Hey, it can all 
be worked out in the end.

	 10. 	Overemphasize the lines they laugh at.

	 11. 	Mistreat props. Lose them. Take them home with you.

	 12. 	Tip the director.

	 13. 	Repeatedly ask techies, “Will this be ready by the opening?”

	 14. 	Assume the stage manager is there to clean up after you..

	 15. 	Stay up late power drinking before early morning calls.

	 16. 	Pause for so long after your monologue that they can’t tell if you are 
done or not.

	 17. 	Remember, although you can always be replaced, they can’t replace 
you until you’ve done a LOT of damage.

	 18. 	When your character isn’t talking, mug.

	 19. 	Why be onstage when you can upstage?

	 20. 	For a touch of realism, upstage yourself.

	 21. 	Give fellow actors advice on how to do their characters.

	 22. 	 If you can’t get a grasp of your character, just do Jack Nicholson.

	 23. 	Blocking is for amateurs.

	 24. 	Eye contact is for actors afraid to stand on their own.

	 25. 	 It’s not the quality of the role, it’s what you get to wear.

	 26. 	Wear all black and hang out in coffee houses.

	 27. 	Change your blocking on opening night.

	 28. 	Remember: frontal nudity gets you noticed faster.

	 29. 	Use your tongue to make stage kisses look “real.” Blech!

	 30. 	Break a leg. Literally.
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Audition Notice
for The Yeomen of the Guard
The Victoria Gilbert and Sullivan Society, 
together with the Civic Orchestra of Victoria, 
will be presenting a concert version of The 
Yeomen of the Guard in May 2027 at the 
Farquhar Auditorium at the University of 
Victoria and at the Mary Winspear Centre, 
Charlie White Theatre, in Sidney. Our Music 
Director for this concert will be Grant 
Harville, Conductor of the Civic Orchestra.

Auditions: 

October 17th and 18th 2-4:30 pm 
James Bay New Horizons, 234 Menzies Street, 
Victoria, for those wishing to be considered 
for a Principal role. Please contact Linda 
Troke at lindyloowho@hotmail.com for an 
audition time.

Those wishing to sing in the on-book chorus, 
are welcome to join without having to 
audition if they are already part of another 
choir.

Open Auditions 
Director: R.J. Peters  
Music Director: Sara Partridge 
Choreographer: Andrea Lemus  
Producer: Holly McGimpsey 

TIME: �Fri Oct 2 7-10pm AND Sat Oct 3 1-4pm 
Callbacks Sun Oct 4 1-4pm (invitation only)

PLACE: �CCPA at 1701 Elgin Road. Enter through red door 
under CCPA awning and be seated in the lounge.

REQUIREMENTS: ...songs as on website...plus prepare a short 
comedic monologue or joke. 

Please bring CV and photo.

APPOINTMENTS:

Contact hollymcg@hotmail.ca 

Rehearsals begin Sun Nov 8 and run Mon/Wed 6:30-9:30 and 
Sun 1-4. No rehearsals Dec 21-30.  
Show dates Feb 17-March 7, 2027.

Langham Court Theatre Society is open to performers of all 
levels of experience. Hope to see many of you come out to 
join our fun filled voyage! 

LANGHAM COURT 
READERS’ THEATRE 

PRESENTS

�CANADIAN PREMIER OF 
AWARD WINNING PLAY

“MAKE IT COUNT’
by James Sweeney

Saturday September 12th 7.30 pm

Tickets are free and donations are gratefully 
received.

James Sweeney writes. 

“I’m a playwright drawn to layered comedy-
drama. My debut play, Make It Count, 
explores multiple thematic levels while 

remaining accessible and audience-focused. 
I write for theatre-goers who want to lose 
themselves in a compelling story—work that 
entertains first, while resonating long after 
the curtain falls.”

This play has received an International 
award for Best Play, Best Script Award in 
2026, received rave reviews and has been 
a hit in the UK and is now expanding into 
Europe.

We are very lucky to have the rights for the 
Canadian Premier of the Staged Reading, 
so come out for an evening of great 
entertainment, with light refreshments 
available after the performance.
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